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Church News   Church News   Church News   Church News    

Greetings from the Vicarage 
How many of us find it hard to forgive? For many it is one of the hardest 

things to do, and the consequences can be hard. Losing touch with family 

because of un-forgiveness, is one that affects many, many people. 

 

Why do we forgive? In the Lord’s Prayer it says, “forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 

But how does a parent who loses a son in a terrible shooting forgive those who 

have hurt him and pray for their forgiveness?  

 

The answer is – we cannot. It is impossible for us to forgive all. At least, we 

cannot do it alone. 

 

At the end of her book, The Hiding Place, Corrie Ten Boom tells of her own 

struggle with forgiving a guard from the death camp where she had been 

imprisoned: She had been preaching in a church service in Munich when she 

saw him, the former SS Man a guard in Ravensbruck. “He came up to me as the 

church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How grateful I am for your 

message Fraulein,” he said. “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins 

away!” His hand was out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to 

the people the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.  

                                                         Continued on next page 

 

 

Natural History Group 
 

On Saturday June 8th at 2:00 pm John Archer-Thomson will lead a walk at Pickleridge 
to look at plants on the shingle-ridge and saltmarsh. Meet in the car park.  
 
On Saturday July 6th we will meet at Orlandon Kilns at 11:00 for our regular 
"Dragonflies and coffee" event, with moths and a bit of pond-dipping thrown in. Coffee 
and biscuits will be supplied. Moths and dragonflies (not to mention humans looking at 
them!) need good weather - if in any doubt phone Jane to confirm.  



Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin 

of them. Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him. 

I tried to smile, I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or 

charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot  

forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness. As I took his hand the most 

incredible thing happened, into my heart sprang a love for this 

stranger that almost overwhelmed me. And so I discovered that it is 

not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the world’s 

healing hinges, but on his”.  

 

We cannot achieve this level of love and forgiveness ourselves, we 

need to ask God for His help.  Forgiveness is an easy thing to talk 

about, but I know for myself it is the hardest part of our spiritual 

battle to consistently succeed at – we simply cannot do it alone.  

 

Our challenge is to overcome our natural inclination and to pray for 

our enemies.  I will accept as a challenge for myself, and invite  

everyone to do the same – in the next week pray for one person who 

angers you and ask for God’s grace to help you forgive them.  

 

Through these small steps we may feel the promise of Jesus – “Your 

reward will be great and you will be children of the Most High…for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  Matthew 7 v 2. 

 

With Love 

Linda 

Neil’s  400km challenge 
Neil Reynolds, son of Colin Reynolds the worship leader in St 

Marys church, Herbrandston, is cycling 400 kms through  

Tanzania’s National Parks for Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research, 

because they save and improve lives. 

He would really love people to sponsor him in this really worthy 

cause. 

You can give and find out more about his story and his journey 

by visiting, 

www.justgiving.com/Neil-Reynolds 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Dale Community Council  
AGM and meeting 14th May, 2013.  
Annual General Meeting - at this meeting,  
Mr L Jones was appointed Chairman, Mr P 
Morgan was appointed Deputy Chairman and 
Mr H Bishop was appointed Clerk. There was a 
brief report on the activities of the Community 
Council during the past twelve months with 
particular regard to the work done in 
connection with the Welsh Government 
consultation on HPMCZs, the repeated 
problems with the sewerage system in the 
village and the continued abuse of the one-way 
system. Slow progress has been made on all 
three of these intractable issues and this work 
continues. The Clerk reported that for several 
years it has been the policy of the Community 
Council to reduce financial reserves which had 
built up in previous years and to apply the 
annual Precept funds to projects that benefit the 
whole community. In pursuit of this policy the 
financial year to 31st March, 2013 ended with a 
deficit of £361.66 (2012 - £187.03) and the 
balances in the bank accounts amounted to 
£583.82 (2012 – £945.48). Items of expenditure 
during the year have included grants to the 
Coronation Hall, the cemetery, Peninsular 
Papers, payments towards the village Jubilee 
celebrations, for the planting around the Henry 
Tudor Stone and a salt / grit bin at the top of 
Drift Hill. As a result of the increased 
expenditure over recent years and the reduced 
level of reserves, it has been agreed that the 
Annual Precept for the Community Council for 
2013 / 14 will be increased to £1,500.00 
(2012/13 - £1,350.00).    
One-Way system enforcement – the 
meeting studied the latest plans put forward by 
the County Council to provide a physical 
deterrence to vehicles seeking to exit the village 
through the narrow, blind one-way stretch of 
road Brook Cottage. The plans received general 
agreement, subject to some items of clarification 
and possible improvement. Discussions with the 
Highway Authority and the police will continue 
in the hope that this dangerous nuisance can be 
eliminated. 
Sewerage Plant Issues – Dwr Cymru Welsh 
Water have reported on the upgrade and 
improvements which they have made to the 
plant in the village and on the works that have 

been carried out over the winter to check and 
jet clean the pipes. They propose to monitor 
the system on a regular, weekly basis 
throughout the summer season and to install an 
electronic monitoring device to warn of a rise in 
water levels in the pipes. As a result of these 
works, the Community Council has been 
advised that the water company regulator – The 
Consumer Council for Water – has decided that 
they have no grounds to uphold our complaint 
about the sequence of incidents suffered by the 
community in recent years. The Community 
Council will continue to monitor the position 
and will renew their complaints to the 
regulators if there is any repeat of past failures. 
Village Maintenance – the Community 
Council continues to address issues of village 
maintenance and tidiness and is asking residents 
to cooperate by making sure that their houses 
and verges present a welcoming aspect for our 
visitors as the tourism season starts. If any 
resident has difficulty in this respect they should 
contact the Clerk (636 668) to discuss the 
options and available assistance. 
The next meeting of the Community 
Council will take place on Tuesday, 11th 
June, 2013 at the Jubilee Suite at 1900hrs 
– members of the community are 
encouraged to attend and, with the 
permission of the Chairman, may address 
the meeting.   

 
Marloes & St. Brides C. C.  
Report of the meeting of Marloes & St. Brides 
C. C. held in May 2013. 
Annual General Meeting – Cllr. William 
Richards was confirmed as Chairman for a 
second year, and Cllr. Louise Beal as Vice-
Chairman. The following were appointed to 
serve on other bodies. Cllr. Richards – St. 
Brides Aid in Sickness Fund; Cllr. Peter Smithies 
& the Clerk to the Skomer Marine Reserve 
Advisory Committee; Cllr. Sue Twidale – 
Marloes Village Hall committee; and Cllr. Louise 
Beal to the Marloes Recreation Area 
Committee. The Clerk, Mrs Yvonne Evans was 
confirmed as the Financial Officer for the 
Council. The accounts for 2012/13 were 
presented by the Clerk who advised that 
Section One of the Annual Return for the Audit 
is complete, and that she would be contacting 



the Internal auditor shortly to arrange for the 
accounts to be scrutinised. Notification will then 
be posted of the days when the accounts can be 
made available for the public to see, prior to the 
audit date of the 1st July.  
Dyfed-Powys Police – WPC Terri Harrison & 
PCSO Paul Mayhew were welcomed to the 
meeting, with an apology from Sergeant Vaughan. 
The officers were asked about the vandalism and 
oil theft in St. Brides. They advised that the 
police are working closely with local scrap 
merchants to minimise instances of metal items 
being targeted for sale. Posters were handed out 
reference oil thefts. Actions against the 
possibility of a rave over the Bank Holiday were 
discussed with more frequent patrols being 
undertaken. The Council will update the 
emergency contact list and provide the police 
with a copy. Noted that the Marine Police Unit is 
also active in the area.  
Planning Matters – Noted that application 
NP/13/0064 – Extension at Orlandon Cottage, 
St. Brides had been approved by National Park 
with some conditions, and that some plans had 
been amended. 
One Voice Wales - Clerk had contacted One 
Voice Wales to ask if any Welsh community 
council had formulated a local design statement 
as yet. None had been identified, but Cllr. Jessop 
had found evidence of examples in England. The 
Clerk to contact Jane Gibson at National Park to 
discuss how to proceed with a design statement 
for this Community.  
Marine Conservation Zone - Noted that a 
report has now been sent to the new minister. 
Cllr. Smithies & the Clerk reported on the 
meeting of the Skomer Marine Reserve Advisory 
Committee. It was agreed that Cllr. Smithies 
circulate a draft letter to be sent to the minister 
proposing that the existing Reserve has its 
current status confirmed and its funding 
protected now it is part of Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW). The letter will also request that if 
there is to be further consultation, then that 
should be directly with this Council, as it is the 
only Community Council in Wales who have had 
a statutory Reserve in its community area. The 
Council would than be in a better position to 
negotiate to protect local interests if changes are 
proposed. 
County Council Highways & Other 
Matters. - The Clerk had sent an updated list of 

outstanding matters to Mr. Grenville Codd, 
PCC, and had been advised that some work will 
be carried out shortly. Clerk to clarify whether 
the County Council will be upgrading the culvert 
at the Winterton junction, or only cleaning out 
the existing one, as Council members felt that 
the present culvert is too small. It was noted 
that improving the brown signs at the church 
junction would cost over £600, and it was 
agreed to consider this matter again.  
Dog Fouling – see separate item.  
Rubbish Day – Members were advised of 
complaints by local residents that the practice of 
putting out the bags and food boxes the night 
before is leading to a spread of litter which is 
having to be picked up by neighbours. All 
Residents and visitors to Holiday homes & 
Lets are asked to put their rubbish out 
only on the day of collection. If this is not 
practical on occasions, please arrange for 
someone to do this for you. Holiday home 
owners and agencies are requested to arrange 
for someone to undertake this for their 
properties, as visitors may not leave on 
Thursdays. Please do not feed foxes and 
badgers,, as these animals are coming into the 
village when the rubbish is put out and have 
learned how to tip over the food boxes to get at 
the contents. The Community Council will have 
to seek advice from the County Council if these 
problems persist. PLEASE KEEP YOUR 
COMMUNITY TIDY.  
Financial Matters – The meeting approved the 
payment of £27 to the Pembrokeshire 
Association of Local Councils for membership 
for 2012/13, and up to £351.56 for the Council 
Insurance. Cllr. Richards was authorised to seek 
an alternative quote to compare with AON, to 
achieve a cost effective cover for the Council. 
First precept of £584 received.  
Coastal Bus Service/Local Services – The 
Council was pleased to note that timetables have 
been published this year. The County Council 
will again be asked to find a solution to the 
problem of the time delay with the overlapping 
service in the morning when the Milford bus has 
to wait for the St. David's bus to return from 
Martins Haven.  
Next Meeting – The next meeting will be held 
on Monday 10th June at the Village Hall. All 
members of the Community are welcome to 



attend, and may speak at the invitation of the 
Chairman.  

 
St. Ishmaels Community Council 
Recently discussed items include 
AGM 
The Minutes of the last AGM were read and 
accepted as correct and signed accordingly 
by the Chairman. 
Election of Officers 
Cllr. Mrs. M. Hawkins was appointed as 
Chairperson. 
Cllr. C. Jenkins was appointed as Vice-Chairman. 
Financial Report 
Was presented by the Clerk and the accounts 
were approved for the year ending 31/3/13. 
Pembs. National Parks 
NP/13/0041- Demolition of existing dwelling 
and erection of replacement dwelling – Harbour 
House, Sandy Haven.  Permission has been 
granted. 
NP/13/0189  - Alteration to garage location in 
planning permission NP/040/92 
The Green, Burgage Green Rd., St. Ishmaels - 
No objections were recorded. 
NP/13/0187- Construction of a shed for the 
storage of boats & garden & maintenance 
equipment ancillary to the use of Sarah’s 
Cottage and The Bungalow as holiday lets, 
including the extension of the cartilage of 
Sarah’s Cottage to include the proposed 
structure. 
Musselwick House, Musselwick Rd., St. Ishmaels. 
The Council raised concerns that the proposed 
building would be visually intrusive and 
resembled a very nice beach chalet rather than a 
boat shed for storage. There was never a 
wooden slipway on this site, no building in living 
memory and no historical evidence of a building. 
Only one local resident uses the foreshore 
during the summer months and there will be no 
more allocation of moorings in this area by the 
Milford Haven Port Authority.   
Spontaneous Events 
PCC and Dyfed Powys Police are asking farmers 
and local landowners and persons in the 
Community to be on the alert for any signs that 
spontaneous and pre-arranged gatherings are 
being planned in the locality.  Report any 
suspicious activity immediately to the police. 
 

St.Ishmaels Community Council Website 
Clerk attended a meeting at the County Hall on 
25th April to discuss the above. 
Pembs. County Council are reviewing a 
proposal for an amalgamated website for 
participating communities rather than individual 
websites to minimise the cost. 
BDO LLP Audit 
Details of the Income and Expenditure Accounts 
for 2012/2013 were presented by the Clerk.  
The Council approved the draft return of the 
Audit to BDO. 
Cemetery 
Clerk informed PCC grass is in need of cutting 
again.  Mole activity in evidence. Gates are still 
tied with string and the water supply pipes are 
in need of attention.  
Manse Field 
The Council has been informed that the Manse 
Field has been sold to a Development  
Company. 
Next meeting will be Monday 10th June, 2013  
@ 1900hrs.  Members of the community are 
welcome to attend. 
Clerk to the Council :-  Lynda Thomas Tel:  
 01646 636 298. 
 
 
 

 
 

RAVE ALERT EMERGENCY  
CONTACT LIST 

Marloes & St Brides Community Council 
is revising this list for re-circulation and   
forwarding to the police.  Aiming to link 
Peninsula landowners and owners of more 
remote properties, its focus is raves;  
however, it has proved useful for other  
community emergencies. 
If you are listed already but your contact 
details have changed since the list was last 
issued, please get in touch; if you would 
like to have your particulars added, please 
advise us.  Messages as soon as possible, 
please, to Chris Jessop, 01646 636789 or 
greatwestern@btinternet.com. 



IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH ORGANISATION TO INFORM  
THE EDITORS OF EVENTS FOR PUBLICATION IN THE DIARY.  

 
Sat       1                         Live Music, St Ishmaels Sports Club 
Sat    8    1400             Walk at Pickleridge & the Gann Saltmarsh 
Mon   10   1900           St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Mon   10   1930           Marloes & St Brides Community Council Meeting, Marloes 
                    Village Hall 
Tues   11   1900           Dale Community Council Meeting,  Jubilee Suite 
Sat   15   1430-1700 Garden Party, Monk Haven Manor, St Ishmaels 
Sun   23  2000              Fish Week Quiz, Taberna Inn, Herbrandston 
Wed   26  2000          Quiz—Somthing Fishy! Griffin Inn, Dale 
Thurs  27  1930              Gourmet Seafood Supper & Wine Tasting, Griffin Inn, Dale 
Thurs  27  2100              Shanty night, Taberna Inn, Herbrandston 
Sat      29  1200              Meet Our Local Fishermen, Griffin Inn, Dale 

Diary      

SAT 1ST JUNE 

LIVE MUSIC @  ST .ISHMAELS SPORTS CLUB 

" DIG DEEP" 

MUSIC FROM THE 60's, 70's, 80's RIGHT UP TO DATE 

MEMBERS £5 - NON MEMBERS £7 

FOR TICKETS, SEE A COMMIITTEE MEMBER, ALAN OR PHONE 01646 636444 

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND 

JUBILEE SUITE DALE 

 

PARTIES, PLAYS, WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS, 

LECTURES, TALKS, FAYRES, ETC 

BOOKING CONTACT  MIL REYNOLDS 01646 

636671.     

EMAIL- clairegarnish@hotmail.com 

Forthcoming Events 
July 2013 

Thurs 4th July  11am-5pm  
Heritage Centre, Dale - open to the 
public 
 
Fri 5th July 7.15pm Concert by  
Cantorion Tyddewi (St Davids  
Singers)  St Marys, Herbrandston 
 
Sat 6th July 11am Dragonflies & 
Coffee Orlandon Kilns, St Brides 



CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Morning Prayer at St 

Peter’s, Marloes 
 

Wednesday 9.00am  

This is a quiet reflective 

service for the beginning 

of the day, it lasts about 

30 minutes.  As with all 

services you are 

welcome to join us, so 

come if you can.  

 
1st Sunday  2

nd
 June 

8.30am    Morning Prayer     Marloes 
9.30am    Holy Communion  Dale 
9.30am    Holy Communion  Robeston West 
11.00am  Holy Communion  St Brides 
11.00am  Holy Communion  St Ishmaels 
6.00pm    Informal Service    Herbrandston 
 
2

nd
 Sunday 9

th
 June 

9.30am    Morning Prayer     Dale 
9.30am    Morning Prayer     St Ishmaels 
9.30am    Morning Prayer     Marloes 
11.00am  Morning Prayer     St Brides 
11.00am  Morning Prayer     Robeston West 
6.00pm    Holy Communion  Herbrandston 
 
3

rd
 Sunday 16

th
 June 

9.30am    Holy Communion  Herbrandston 
9.30am    Holy Communion  Marloes 
11.00am  Holy Communion  Dale 
11.00am  Morning Prayer     St Ishmaels (Memorial 
                                              Hall) 
11.00am  Holy Communion  Robeston West 
6.00pm    Evensong             Herbrandston 
 
4

th
 Sunday 23

rd
 June 

8.30am    Holy Communion  Dale 
9.30am    Holy Communion  Marloes 
9.30am    Holy Communion  Robeston West 
11.00am  Holy Communion  St Ishmaels 
11.00am  Holy Communion  St Brides 
6.00pm    Evensong              Herbrandston 
 
5

th
 Sunday 30

th
 June 

6.00pm    Holy Communion  Joint Service St Peters - 
Patronal 



St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2013 
 
League fixtures 
Senior 1

st
    June      1

st
 XI v Narberth home      2

nd
 XI v Pembroke Dock II away 

        8
th
   June     1

st
 XI v Llangwm away      2

nd
 XI v Stackpole II home 

        15
th
 June        1

st
 XI v Carew home   2

nd
 XI v Herbrandston II away 

        22
nd 

June     1
st
 XI v Llanrhian away  2

nd
 XI v Narberth III home 

            29
th
 June     1

st
 XI v Whitland away  2

nd
 XI v Camrose & Spittal II home 

 
Cup competitions  
Duggie Morris Round Two  11

th
 June v Neyland home  

                                                   (If successful in Round One) 
Alec Colley Round One        Bye 
Alec Colley Round Two    18

th
 June v Haverfordwest away 

 
These two sites provide excellent coverage of Pembrokeshire cricket 
www.pembrokeshiresport.co.uk Fixtures, results & excellent reports 
www.pembrokeccc.co.uk Fixtures, results & much more information 
 
Wendy Bradshaw (Secretary) 
 
(Apologies sent by Sandy Morrell for sending May 2012 fixtures in last months PP) 

 

Coastlands   Natural   History   Group 
  

John  Archer-Thomson 

Will  be  following  up  his  winter  talk  
by leading  a  walk  looking  at 

  

The  Plants  of  Pickleridge  
and  the  Gann  Saltmarsh 

on 

Saturday  8  June , 2pmSaturday  8  June , 2pmSaturday  8  June , 2pmSaturday  8  June , 2pm 

  

Meet  at  Pickleridge  car-park 
No  membership -  Everyone  welcome 

Donations  will  be  collected 



Coastlands Local History Group 
 
It is always encouraging when a venue is packed and the audience listens with rapt attention 
to the speaker. It makes us feel we have judged the topic and venue correctly! This was the 
case for the talk given by Brother Gildas on “Early Monasticism” in St Ishmael’s church, 
Monk Haven. The venue could not have been more suitable for such a topic, and Brother 
Gildas took us through the history of the early church in our part of Wales, casting some 
different interpretations and conclusions thus giving us much cause for thought. This was 
very apparent after the talk with a large number of people wishing to exchange ideas with 
Brother Gildas. He has offered to come and talk to us again……definitely an offer we 
cannot refuse!  
We are now heading outside for the next two months with visits planned in the area. These 
are open to all members. If you are a member and would like to know when and where the 
visits are taking place, please contact Harriet (636668) and she will let you know if there 
are spaces.  
 
The Old Stables Heritage Centre, South Street, Dale 
 
Our new venture is virtually ready to go. We will be having the Grand Opening in June. 
This is only for members and invited guests. 
 
HOWEVER, from Thursday 4th July 2013, The Heritage Centre will be open to one and all. 
To begin with it will open for the hours Thursday to Sunday 11am-5pm. There will be more 
information in next month’s magazine, but put the date in your diaries and come along and 
see us. If you would like to volunteer to come and do a shift we would welcome all offers! 
Just call Margaret (636295), or Harriet (636668) and they will be delighted to put you on 
the list!!                     
                                                                                                                 Harriet Bishop 

DALE WI. 
 

One of the frustrations of writing pieces for PP is when as sometimes happens, the 
deadline comes too early to put a report of a meeting….this is the case this month 
with Dale WI! Never mind, it will allow me to extol the virtues of the WI which 
are many, and encourage ladies out there to come and try us out for size. 
 
We have come to the break in our formal meetings this month, and look forward 
to outings and the President’s supper. We are hoping to go to the Amazon outlet 
in Swansea this year, followed by a trip to the Dylan Thomas centre also in 
Swansea…and then a slap up meal at the Butcher’s Arms….fabulous food! 
 
See what you are missing, come and join us in the autumn and you never know 
where you will be going next year. 
 
For more information contact Ann Barkworth (636873). 





St Peter The Fisherman.   
 
St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married fisherman from  
Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus through his brother, Andrew. 
Jesus gave him the name of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is always 
named first in the list of apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were 
privileged to witness the Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and 
the Agony in the Garden.  
 
Peter played a big part in the early Church, and is mentioned many times in the 
Book of Acts, where in the early chapters he organised the choice of Judas’  
successor, preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first 
apostle to work a miracle. It was Peter who first realised that Christianity was 
also for the Gentiles, after his meeting with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent 
part in the council at Jerusalem, and went on to clash with St Paul at Antioch for 
hesitating about eating with Gentiles. 
 
Early tradition links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The New 
Testament does not tell us either way, but Peter being in Rome would make 
sense, especially as Peter’s first epistle refers to ‘Babylon’, which was usually  
identified with Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is mentioned by early church 
fathers such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us that Peter 
suffered under Nero and was crucified head-downwards. There is no conclusive 
proof either way that St Peter’s relics are at the Vatican, but it is significant that 
Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter’s place of death. 
 
St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First 
Epistle of Peter was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second 
Epistle was written at a later date). 
From very early times Peter was invoked by Christians as a universal saint. He 
was the heavenly door-keeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a saint 
both powerful and accessible. 
Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the same: 
a man with a square face, a bald or tonsured head, and a short square, curly 
beard. Not surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, 
sometimes along with a ship or fish. 
 
Taken from Parish Pump  



 

DALE FORT WORKSHOPS PUT MARINE EDUCATION  
EXCELLENCE ON THE MAP. 

Dale Fort Field Centre has recently been the host venue for three successful workshops 
which been informing a wider audience of Dale Fort’s long history as a centre of marine 
excellence. 
 
The first workshop was over weekend 17th and 18th November last year. Organised and 
funded by the Marine Biological Association through a grant to raise awareness of the 
ecological impact of marine wind turbines. Course was free to teachers and environmental  
educators from Wales and further afield.  
 
Building on the success of this workshop, we organised a further residential weekend  on 
15th-17th March looking at Innovations in Marine Education. Attended by a mixture of 
teachers & environmental educators.  It included presentations from Marine Conservation 
Society & various Wildlife Trusts as well as from Dale Fort staff. Also ‘hands on’ sessions 
on rocky shore fieldwork techniques & ecological art on the seashore.  
 
Dale Fort also hosted its first Marine Research Symposium on the 13th April. This was part 
of the Field Studies Council (who run Dale Fort) 70th anniversary celebrations. Targeted at 
academics, conservationists and local natural historians it consisted of a series of lectures 
on topics as diverse as the history of marine research at Dale, marine insects and  
monitoring projects on Skomer Marine Nature Reserve. Also a field excursion to nearby 
Castle Beach. Speakers included retired FSC Heads of Centres, and staff from the  
Pembrokeshire Special Area of Conservation and from the Cornwall Wildlife Trust. The 
event also was an ideal networking opportunity and many of the 40 participants were keen 
to see this as an annual event. It was an excellent way to cement partnerships, regional 
and national, and to build strong links with the local community. We plan to repeat this 
event next Spring and will be publishing the date in future editions of the Peninsular Paper. 
 
If you have any ideas about how Dale Fort can be further involved in the local community 
or if you would like to find out what we are currently doing then contact me by email  at 
enquiries.df@field-studies-council.org or visit the Field Studies Council  website at:  
http://www.field-studies-council.org/centres/dalefort.aspx or ring 01646 636205. 
 
Mark Ward (Education Team Leader) 

MARLOES & ST BRIDES COMMUNITY  
NOTE TO ALL RESIDENTS, HOLIDAY HOME OWNERS 

& VISITORS WHO OWN DOGS  
Please will you make sure you clear up after your dogs and use the 
dog bin provided in the village as there have been numerous  
complaints about the nuisance created by dog fouling .  

PLEASE KEEP OUR VILLAGE TIDY!    

WANTED  
SEWING MACHINE FOR A BEGINNER  
PLEASE TELEPHONE — 01646 636277 



PheasantsPheasantsPheasantsPheasants    
 
Our garden is graced, if that is the 
right word, with a proliferation of 
pheasants – one beautiful gaudy 
male who currently has a harem of 
7 dull females. The plumage on the 
male bird in spring is truly splendid 
– patterned coppery feathers with 
a purple sheen, contrasting pale 
greenish areas on the rump and 
wings and a dark glossy green head with a white collar and red fleshy 
wattles around his face. He flaunts this plumage with a potential mate by 
running around her with his back tilted towards her and one wing extended 
towards the ground – this shows off his plumage, including  his loose green 
and gold rump feathers, to best advantage. The females are quite easily 
impressed and consequently a lot of mating goes on! 
 
The females then build nests which are just scrapes in the ground, they 
produce quantities of eggs, and sometimes these eggs hatch. Often they 
don’t – the females don’t really seem to know much about incubating. If 
they do hatch, and we do see a few small groups of baby pheasants most 
years – then the female is a terrible parent. She takes them through places 
such as thick grass which they just can’t get through, she kicks them when 
she is feeding and they get too close, she doesn’t understand about 
patrolling buzzards – she really doesn’t have a clue. And why should she 
when she has been brought up in a pen with thousands of others without 
any maternal guidance? Because, of course, most of these pheasants 
originate from batches released by the nearby shoot.  
 
The Ring-necked Pheasant, to give it its proper name, is not native to the 
UK or indeed Europe – it is thought to have been introduced in the early 
Middle Ages, and maybe initially by the Romans. Their native range spreads 
from the Caucasus across to China. And indeed China is the main home of 
the 23 pheasant species in the world  many of which have quite stunning 
plumage and are often kept in captivity. The Golden Pheasant and Lady 
Amherst’s Pheasant are often seen in zoos and bird parks but we are 
hoping to see these, plus a number of others, in the wild on our next trip 
abroad – I will let you know how we get on!  

 
Rosemary Royle 



This is youryouryouryour church & community publication -  
so why not contribute something? 
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